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Peonies have been used for food and medicine in Europe and China for 
hundreds, even thousands of years. It was not until the early 1800s that 
people started growing peonies as ornamental garden plants and breeding 

them for characteristics such as flower size, color, and form. The Peony Garden 
was opened in 1927 and holds many historic varieties of peonies. Here are some 

of the best of the old varieties, many of which are still available today! 

Best of the Oldies



This peony is named after an American orni-
thologist and carcinologist. It is another of Mrs. 
Alice Harding’s top three peonies. It has large, 

clear pink blossoms best when sued as cut flowers. 

This is the third of Mrs. Alice Harding’s top 
three favorite peonies. This mostly white 
peony has large, tea-tinted flowers. The flowers 

often take several days to fully open. It is the 
unique color that makes this peony stand out. 

Felix Crousse is known for being one of the best 
red varieties. Its brilliant crimson flowers are often 

edged with silver, giving them a shimmering flow. 

This stout little peony is another of Calot’s 
creations. Its large, flat, white flowers are 
tinged with yellow in the center. Occasionally, 
the central petals will be outlined in red. 

This double, crimson peony flowers freely. It 
has good strong stems that make it valuable 

as both a garden plant and cut flower. 

This pretty French peony has large, 
globular blooms of a pale pink. It is a 
typical French double that has been in 

gardens for over 100 years. 

This peony produces huge flowers of pale 
rose-pink that have a golden glow emanating 
from the center. It makes an excellent show 

flower because of the well-developed blooms.  
It is an outstandingly beautiful plant. 

This lovely pink peony was introduced from one 
of the early French breeders, Calot. The long 

stems make this peony an excellent cut flower. 

This spicy smelling peony is old-rose pink 
with an all-over lavender tone. Center 
petals are sometimes tinged a darker red. 

The flowers of Le Perle last for a long time. 

This brilliant pink peony has large 
blooms edged in islver. The plant is 

free-flowering and has strong stems.  
It makes for an excellent garden plant. 

This light rose-pink peony is the oldest 
peony in the Peony Collection. It has 
been growing happily in its current 

location since 1927. Lady Emily blooms 
with multiple flowers on each stem and is notable 
for its fine form. 

This is one of Mrs. Alice Harding’s, a 
gardener and garden writer of the early 
1920s, top three peonies. French for 

“the swan”, this white peony blossoms 
early and often has perfectly formed flowers. 

This wonderfully fragrant peony has flowers 
of lavender pink that hold up well even in 

bright sunshine. It is still a popular variety 
grown in today’s gardens and is often used for 
cut flowers. 

This free flowering peony has large white 
flowers on wiry stems. The flowers are 

symmetrical and very striking. 

This peony is believed to be one of 
the oldest cultivars still commercially 

available.  It grows well in heavy soils 
and is an early bloomer. 

This peony has very large, pink flowers 
with a luminous quality. Its fragrance is 
light, but sweet. 

Festiva Maxima is a classic variety that is 
still popular in many gardens today. Its 

large white flowers are edged in red and are 
valuable both in the garden and as cut flowers. 
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Festiva Maxima 1851

This tall, early, sweetly-scented peony 
opens pink and fades to white as the 

flowers age. It is highly valued for cut flowers. 

1
Grandiflora Nivea Plena 1824

3
Edulis Superba 1824

4
Monsieur Jules Elie 1888

5
La Rosiere 1888

6
Le Cynge 1907

7 Lady Emily 1807

8
Madame Auguste Dessert 1899

9
La Perle 1886

10

Triomphe de l’Exposition de Lille

11
Therese 1904

12

Marie Crousse 1892

15
Karl Rosenfield 1908

16
Marie Lemoine 1865

14

Felix Crousse 1881

17
Solange 1907

13

Walter Faxon 1904

18
Milton Hill 1891

1865

Best of the Oldies


